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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to die applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of tiie description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for tins report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



, sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to &e following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial £q;)plicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
Citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL P RELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
1 1. Basis of the report 

1 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I international application as originally filed 
the description: 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/013482 



pages ' ~ ~ ~ ' — , as originally filed 



^^^^ ■ , , filed with the letter of 

the claims: 



filed with the demand 



pages ^^^^^ 1.11 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
. , filed with the demand 



the drawings: 

P^S®^ 1/2-2/2 



filed with the letter of 1 7 November 2004 (1 7. 1 1 ,2004) 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



n the sequence listing part of flic description: 

pages 

pages ~~ , as originally filed 

pages ' ~ ■ ~ ' , filed with the demand 

— — — , filed with the letter of 

I pese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the follovWng teJguage ^hich is- 

U ^^''"SuageofatraiuiMon&mishedfer the purposes of internationdse^^^ 
LJ the language of publication of flie intmiatiomil application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

* sSf^' '^''^'^ international pnslinrinary exanunation (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

preL-^StxlSor^i^^olfrSnr^^^^^ -^-^-^^ «PP«cation. the inten.ational 

n contained in ttie international application in written form. 
LJ filed together witii flie international application in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to fliis Aufliority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Aufliority in computer readable form. 

^ SLSSU^StitasW^^re.^^ ^""^ ^ ^ *e 

"^"^ " '^'^ "^'^ ^ •^^""^l *<» ^«en sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in flie cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 
□ 



the drawings, sheets/fig . 



^''y''^^cementsheetcontabiingsuchame»dmmtsn»,stberef^ 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/EP 03/13482 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicnbillty; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-11 



1-11 



1-11 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Dl, which is regarded as the closest prior art, 

discloses (see page 13, lines 1-9 and claim 2/ the 

reference signs in parentheses refer to Dl) a: 



method for synchronizing the operating position 
(deltaLR) [LR = steering wheel] of the steering 
wheel (1) and the steering angle (deltaRitzel) 
[Ritzel = pinion] set for the steered vehicle wheels 
(11) for steering using an allocation function that 
can be adjusted by means of a control or regulation 
device (41) and that is between the operating 
position (deltaLR) and the steering angle 
(deltaRitzel) , after the activation of the control 
or regulation device (41) that follows a non- 
operation of the control or regulation device (41) , 
the momentary operating position (deltaLR) and the 
momentary steering angle (deltaRitzel) being 
compared, talcing into consideration the adjusted 
allocation function at that moment, and in the event 
of a positional deviation (deltaLR, target - 
deltaRitzel) , a relative displacement takes place in 
order to reduce the positional deviation (deltaLR, 
target - deltaRitzel) between the operational 
position (deltaLR) and the steering angle 
Fonn PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) " " 
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(deltaRitzel) , 

from which the subject matter of claim 1 differs in 
that 

the relative displacement takes place only if, after 
or during the activation of the control or 
regulation device, a request criterion is satisfied 
in addition to a positional deviation being present. 

1.1 Therefore, the subject matter of claim 1 is novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 

2 . The problem to be solved by the present invention 
can therefore be regarded as that of preventing the 
risk, for example, of someone getting trapped by a 
relative displacement during repair work when the 
system is activated. 

3 . The solution to this problem as proposed in claim 1 
of the present application involves an inventive 
step for the following reasons (PCT Article 33(3)): 

The fact that the relative displacement takes place 
only if a request criterion is fulfilled in addition 
to a positional displacement being present after or 
during the activation of the control or regulation 
device is neither known from nor rendered obvious by 
the available prior art. 

4 . The same reasoning applies to independent device 
claim 11. Therefore the subject matter of claim 11 
is likewise novel and inventive (PCT Article 33(2) 
and (3) ) . 
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5. Claims 2-10 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore 
likewise meet the PCT recjuirements for novelty and 
inventive step. 



6. Industrial applicability is established in the field 
of motor vehicle manufacturing. 



FonnPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



